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Exploring social justice at St. Anthony’s
 In 2015, seven St. Anthony parishioners are participating 
in the Engaging Spirituality program developed by 
JustFaith Ministries. As described on its website “JustFaith 
Ministries is a non-profit organization that forms, informs 
and transforms people of faith by offering programs 
and resources that sustain them in their compassionate 
commitment to build a more just and peaceful world.” The 
Engaging Spirituality program is a small-group spiritual 
journey that explores the connection between prayerful 
presence and social action.
 It is at least a six-month process involving 21 sessions.  
Each 2½ hour session is centered on contemplative prayer and 
sharing from the heart. At each session, the group reflects on 
a personal letter written by a contemporary spiritual teacher, 
author, minister or activist.  Between sessions participants 
keep a journal, and commit to integrating spiritual practices 
like... spiritual reading, prayer and outreach into their 
lives. There is an opening and closing retreat, as well as 
two immersion experiences. Engaging Spirituality hopes to 

 The St. Anthony food collection, 
which takes place the first weekend 
of each month, has exploded with 
the purple bags! Thank you so much 
for your generous donations of food 
and paper products as well as many 
hygiene items such as soap and 
toothpaste. We are receiving 10 times 
the amount of food we have in the 
months preceding the purple bags! 
 Remember to pick up your purple 
food collection bag the last weekend 
of the month and return it with food 
or other items for the Dubuque Food 
Pantry or St. Vincent DePaul the first 
weekend of each month.
 We are alternating our donation 
between these two places. Anything 
you are able to give is greatly 
appreciated!

create a small community of disciples, seeking the wisdom 
to live in these times with compassion and integrity.
 Our St. Anthony group is now about nine sessions into 
this journey. It is safe to say we are all finding it challenging, 
thought-provoking and rewarding. We look forward to what 
the remaining sessions will bring for us or lead us to.
 This program is one of several offered by JustFaith 
Ministries. Others include: JustFaith: a small-group program 
that develops leaders for parish- and community-based 
social ministry; JustMatters: a series of topical modules that 
allow small groups to give sustained attention to a specific 
area of social concern or social ministry, culminating in a 
call to engaged action; and JusticeWalking: a small-group 
process that forms communities of older teens or young 
adults who experiment with living the Gospel message. 
 If you are interested in learning more about such 
programs you should visit the JustFaith website at: www.
justfaith.org, or contact Randy Nigg or Katie Pfiffner.

Purple Bag Food Collection…
St. Anthony’s version of the “loaves 
and fishes” story!
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Knights recognize outstanding members
KC Corner

 The St Anthony Knights of 
Columbus council has had a very 
productive year. We have seen many 
of our members involved in a variety 
of projects within the Council and the 
community.  
 Each year we honor two members 
of our council who exemplify the 
values of our order: charity, unity, 
fraternity and patriotism. 
 The award for Knight of the Year 
and Family of the Year is a distinction 
that could easily go to any number of 
our brothers. While it is never an easy 
choice, our council officers nominated 
and eventually selected this year’s 
recipients from a strong field. Our 
2014 honorees are Charles (Chad) Kelly 
for Knight of the Year and Mark and 
Suzanne Lansing for Family of the 
Year.

Knight of the Year
 Chad Kelly, the recipient of 
the 2014 award, has demonstrated 
his commitment to service in the 
community and our parish.  As Knight 
of the Year, Chad embodies the core 
values of the Knights in both his words 
and his actions.
 Chad is a first degree member 
with 15 years of continuous service 
to our council. Chad met his wife 
Ann while they were both students at 
Loras College. They have been married 
33 years and have three children, 
Anna, Clarissa, and Marcus, two 
grandchildren, and a step grandson. 
 Chad is now retired after working 
34 years for the United Parcel Service. 
He was once an avid golfer and is also 
very interested in computers. Chad 
has built his own computers and also 
helps others with computer upgrades 
or trouble shooting.
 Many of us are often unaware of 
the charitable activities some of our 
fellow parishioners are involved with. 
We have all seen Chad around the 
parish serving as a greeter, making 
omelets and helping out with Emmaus 
weekends. 
 Additionally, he has served on 

the Parish Council and has chaired 
the Parish Life Committee. While his 
service in the St Anthony community 
is notable, it is his activity in the greater 
community that tells the whole story. 
 Chad serves on the booster club 
board of directors for the Dubuque Boys 
and Girls Club. He has been a booster 
for the past 12 years and actively works 
to raise funds which support the club 
programs. This funding supports 
programs which promote attributes 

that enable members to become 
responsible contributing citizens.
 Chad relayed a story about the 
Dubuque Youth of the Year winner. The 
winner, a young man, needed some 
nice clothing to wear to the state Youth 
of the Year competition in Des Moines. 
The boosters provided funding that 
enabled Chad and another board 
member to spend the day at Grahams 
Clothing Store outfitting this young 
man for the state competition.    

Chad Kelly, Knight of the Year
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 Another way that Chad supports 
our community is through his volunteer 
work for Hillcrest Family Services 
“Reflections in the Park.”  When you 
drive through Murphy Park enjoying 
the holiday light displays, have you 
ever wondered, “Who assembles and 
installs all of these lights?”  Yep, it is 
all volunteers and one of them is Chad.  
He has assisted with this project for 
the past 4 years.
 A small army of workers spends 
roughly three to four months each year 
setting up and tearing down the light 
display.  Proceeds from this project 
help support Hillcrest and its efforts to 
enhance the lives of children, families, 
and adults in our area.
 This is yet one more example of the 
activities in which Chad is involved 
that ultimately provide resources and 
guidance to many individuals.

Family of the Year
 When the choice for Family of the 
Year nominations was discussed by our 
council, the decision was easy, with all 
in agreement. Because of their service 
to the parish and strong support for 
Right to Life issues, Mark and Suzanne 
Lansing represent the viewpoints held 
by the Knights of Columbus.
 Mark is a 3rd degree member 
with six years of continuous service in 
our council. He serves as our current 
Culture of Life program director. 
 Mark and Suzanne have been 
married for 26 years and have one 
son, Michael.  Mark is employed by 
Consumer Credit Counseling Services 
of Northeast Iowa and Suzanne is 
employed as an adjunct professor at 
Loras College where she works with 
the student teaching program. 
 Mark and Suzanne are very active 
in our parish as well as the community. 
Both serve as Eucharistic Ministers and 
lectors. They have each been closely 
involved with Emmaus.  They enjoy 
participating in small faith sharing 
gatherings and are active in Teams of 
Our Lady.
 Mark was involved with “That 
Man is You” at St Columbkille’s and 
was instrumental in getting the 
program started at St Anthony’s.

 He serves on The Dubuque County 
Right to Life Board.  As the Culture of 
Life Program Director for our council, 
he oversees three annual fundraisers 
including Roses for Life lapel stickers, 
Mother’s Day fresh roses, and Lifesaver 
Sunday. And, of course, like so many of 
our council members, Mark also cooks 
a mean omelet.  
 Suzanne was a major player in 
establishing the Gabriel Project at St 
Anthony’s, which is a parish-based 
ministry to support women in crisis 
pregnancies. The project is staffed 
by volunteers and supports women 
with what they need to continue their 
pregnancy.
 Suzanne is also a co-founder of 

Mary’s Inn, which is a local facility for 
women in crisis pregnancies under the 
age of 18 who have no place to live.
 Needless to say, both of these 
worthy projects require a lot of 
coordination and fundraising in order 
to keep them running. Together their 
combined efforts make Mark and 
Suzanne a powerful force for Right to 
Life issues.    
 Chad, Mark and Suzanne are 
shining examples of charitable giving 
and service in our community and 
here at St Anthony’s. The Knights of 
Columbus Council 8384 is proud to 
have these active and compassionate 
members among our ranks. We salute 
you, your families and all that you do.

 One of the many forms of ministry at 
St. Anthony’s are the funeral luncheons. 
 After the funeral service, the family 
and friends of the loved one may gather 
in O’Malley Hall and are welcomed by 
many men and women offering a caring 
environment and warm hospitality.
 Meals are catered by various local 
restaurants/caterers and volunteers and 
servers are organized by Pat Manners and 
Jan Tucker.

Support those who mourn

Pat Manners 
& Jan Tucker

Mark & Sue Lansing, Knight Family of the Year

Knights of the year, continued
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 The much anticipated hiring of a director came in January with 
the hiring of Colleen Pasnik as the first Director of Mary’s Inn 
Maternity Home.  Colleen most recently was the president of the 
Power of Prayer chapel on St. Anthony’s campus. 
 She comes with a foundation of advocating for life from “womb 

to tomb” – she has worked for Dubuque 
County Right to Life, Inc., educating 

people on the beginning of life, and 
she has worked for Sandhills Hospice 
in North Carolina counseling the 
dying and their families. She has also 
counseled post-abortive women. 
 Colleen is currently working 
with agencies, setting up “house” 
procedures and preparing the home 
for welcoming young women in 
crisis pregnancies without a place to 
stay. Mary’s Inn is slated to open in 
June 2015.  

 Mary’s Inn will provide physical, 
emotional and spiritual support along 

with life skill teaching such as personal care 
and hygiene, infant care, parenting, cooking, 

cleaning, good decision-making and personal responsibility. Each 
mother will also be offered an option to place the baby for adoption. 
An important priority for mothers is working toward her middle 
school or high school graduation. 
 The Board of Directors is involved in a variety of fundraisers 
as well as grant writing to support the start up and operation of 
Mary’s Inn. The public is invited to our “Women of Hope” luncheon 
on Wednesday, May 6, at the Dubuque Golf and Country Club with 
registration beginning at 11:30 and the luncheon and program from 
noon to 1 p.m.
 The fundraising luncheon honors women who have engaged in 
care, support and guidance to young women in crisis pregnancies. 
Tickets will go on sale April 6 and can be obtained by calling 
Colleen after April 6 at 563-552-6288 or by emailing her at director@
marysinnmaternityhome.org. Tickets are $50 per ticket or $500 for a 
table of 10.  

Mary’s Inn Maternity Home
Update God is good, 

all the time…
 God was at work long before 
the 2015 Emmaus Weekends began. 
The Emmaus Team began planning 
in the summer of 2014 for the 2015 
Emmaus Weekends. Rectors Laure 
McDonough and Mike Berg started 
building their teams early at the 
wise counsel of past rectors. 
 Early on, the song “Table of 
Plenty” was given to Laure by God 
as the theme for the weekends, and 
talented members of the Promotions 
Team were able to design a beautiful 
logo: a chalice with host, grapes and 
grain. We invite you to check it out 
on the St. Anthony web site under 
the Emmaus tab.
 Both Laure and Mike experienced 
the beauty and grace of the Emmaus 
Community when so many people 
said, “Here I am, Lord!” when asked 
to be on the teams. Asking was the 
easy part, as God took it from there 
and selected those who were called.
 Both the Women’s and Men’s 
weekends were blessed with 
candidates of all ages, with a total 
of 20 candidates between the 
weekends. As in past years, the Holy 
Spirit made sure that there were 
plenty of “God Moments” on each 
weekend. The candidates and teams 
experienced firsthand these Gifts 
of God throughout the weekend, 
especially His Peace, Joy, Love, Grace, 
Mercy and Healing. We encountered 
a little bit of how awesome our God 
is as we feasted at His Table of Plenty.
 Planning will begin soon for 
Emmaus 2016. We encourage you to 
respond “Here I Am, Lord!” when 
He calls you to be on an Emmaus 
weekend. Check it out; you will be 
glad you did!
In Christ,
Laure and Mike


